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-x-x-
Circular No. 03/2014.

	Sub:
	Forest Fires – Controlling of Forest Fires – Instructions issued – Reg.

	Ref:
	1. PCCF Circular No.8/89, communicated in Rc.No.32361/89/J5, dt.21.07.1989.

2. PCCF Circular No.02/J4/2004, communicated in Rc.No.16284/2003/J4, dt.08.03.2004.

3. PCCF Circular No.02/PMU-I/1/2005, communicated in Rc.No.9308/2005/PMU.I/1, dt.28.02.2005.

4. PCCF Circular No.01/2009, communicated in Rc.No.1261/2009/X3, dt.02.04.2009.


-x-x-

Attention of all the officers noted in the address entry is invited to the references cited above wherein instructions have been issued regarding the collection of data on Forest Fires, use of CCTs in natural forests as fire lines, preferential treatment to NTFP species in preventing forest fires and detection of forest fires through MODIS Rapid Response System based on MODIS Satellite Data. 

It is informed that the notified forest area in the State is 63,814 sq.kms. which is 23.2% of the State geographical area. Most of these forests are of dry-deciduous type and traditionally prone to fires during summer season. The causes for forest fires include natural/accidental as well as human related causes. The human related causes result from the human activity like graziers and gatherers of forest produce starting small fires intentionally, careless villagers who lit fires intentionally etc. The forest fires are also a major cause for forest degradation and adverse ecological impacts. 

As per the MODIS Satellite made available by the Forest Survey of India, on an average, 1585 fire accident occur annually in Andhra Pradesh. Most of these fire accidents are ground fires only without affecting the tree growth and Wildlife to a large extent.

Under various Schemes, necessary budget is provided for creation and maintenance of fire lines, construction of fire watch towers, engaging of Fire Protection Watchers, procurement of firefighting equipment etc. Fire alerts are being sent to field officers based on the MODIS data which are received from FSI and NRSC. 

The department has taken up creating of new fire lines based on the forest fire risk zonation maps developed by the IT wing, maintenance of existing fire lines, erection of watch towers etc. besides engaging fire protection watchers in many cases for maintenance of fire lines and combating fires when it occurs. These measures have given varying degree of success, because sometimes the fire lines are quite temporary in nature and are to be formed every season. Keeping this in view the department has evolved a concept of creation of multipurpose fire line like CCT or peripheral trench wherever possible that will not only act as an effective fire line but also will substantial benefit to the existing vegetation directly. This fire line will play the dual role of harvesting rain water and preventing fire. 

However, during the past few days, forest fire incidents are reported from the field staff of WLM Division, Tirupati and the Field Director, Project Tiger, Srisailam. The TTD Officials, Forest Officials and District Administration including the Police and Fire Departments with the help of Army personnel made efforts to bring the fire under control for two days i.e., on 19th and 20th March, 2014.  It is informed that the unprecedented forest fires damaging forest areas of Tirumala Tirupati Devastanam (TTD) and Forest Department. It is estimated that large tracts of forest land are affected by these forest fires.
In view of the above, the following instructions are reiterated once again to all the officers for effective prevention and controlling of forest fires for strict compliance – 

1. They should take prompt action to detect forest fires. 

2. Whenever they detect forest fire they should take immediate action to put off fires by adopting suitable measures and using fire fighting equipments.

3. They should issue immediate strict instructions to all the officers under their control to take effective and immediate action to put off the forest fires and they should obtain immediate reports from the sub-ordinates on day to day basis expeditiously. They may conduct regular meetings on this subject with their sub-ordinates.

4. The Officers are informed that the Joint Director, Forest Survey of India, Dehradun have started detection of forest fires through MODIS Rapid Response System based on MODIS Satellite data and furnishing this information to the field officers for verification and prompt action. Accordingly, this office is also providing the forest fire alerts on “Bhuvan” portal and A.P. Forest Department GIS Website. 
5. The Circle Heads are instructed to open a ‘Fire Monitoring Cell’ in their office to monitor these fire alerts and coordinate with the field staff. They are also requested to obtain the ground verification reports and action taken report from the Divisional Forest Officers concerned and furnish to this office on a daily basis during the season (January to May). 
6. The Divisional Forest Officers should obtain daily status report from the Forest Range Officers and furnish the division status report to the Conservator of Forests daily by evening. The Conservator of Forests should monitor and furnish to head office daily status report.
7. Personnel deployed to fight forest fires: Under various schemes necessary budget had been provided for establishment of base camps, strike forces for forest protection and for firefighting. Fire watchers were also exclusively engaged for this purpose during peak fire season. The job of these personal who were supplied with simple but effective firefighting implements is to keep watch on forest fires. They have to sweep the dry leaves, twigs etc. in the forest floor to the nearest fire line and carryout control burning repeatedly apart from keeping a vigil on the occurrence of forest fire. 

8. People Participation (VSS/EDCs) to control forest fires: There are about 7600 VSS formed under various schemes and about 19 lakh persons are the members of VSS who can actively be involved in firefighting besides other forest protection and development activities. 

9. Other departments involved in fighting forest fires and their role: The line departments help in firefighting include Revenue, Police, Hospital/Medical Services, Fire Services Department, Panchayat, Paramilitary forces etc. The Circle Heads/Divisional Heads are requested to coordinate with the District Administration in ensuring prompt help in case of major fires and emergencies. 
10. The Circle Heads/Divisional Heads should immediately report the incidence of forest fires, if any occurred, to the next higher authorities.  In this connection they are informed to furnish reports as per the Circular instructions issued earlier on submission of periodical returns on Forest fires statistics to this office without fail. 
11. The receipt of this circular should be acknowledged by return of post.

   Sd/-B.S.S.Reddy
 Prl. Chief Conservator of Forests
           (Head of Forest Force)
To

All the Circle Heads (Territorial and Wildlife).

Copy to all Divisional Forest Officers (Territorial and Wildlife).

Copy to the Prl. Chief Conservator of Forests(Wildlife) & CWLW for information and necessary action.

Copy to all the Addl.Prl.CCFs / CCFs in-charge of Circles. They are requested to monitor the forest fires situation in their circles on daily basis and obtain daily status reports on forest fires from circle heads and take immediate appropriate steps from prevention and control of fires in forest areas.

Copy to Addl. Prl. Chief Conservator of Forests(IT), O/o Prl. CCF(HoFF) for 

information and necessary action.

Copy to Addl. Prl. Chief Conservator of Forests(CAMPA) for information.

Copy to the Stock file.
// t.c.b.o //

Superintendent.
